
Physician Assisted Suicide Information 
 
US Conference of Catholic Bishops statement on physician assisted suicide 
Includes fact sheets and additional information 
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/assisted-suicide/to-live-
each-day/index.cfm 
 
Information on Physician Assisted Suicide from New York State Catholic 
Conference 
This website contains concise and valuable information about why we should oppose 
assisted suicide and information about how to contact your representatives about this 
issue. 
http://www.nyscatholic.org/stop-assisted-suicide/ 
 
Video Testimonials 
Man of Steel: Young marine survives brain cancer 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Fo2uNqKMR8 
 
Jeanette’s Story: 15 Years Later: Woman in Oregon glad she didn’t choose suicide 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=84SsQef3B7E 
 
2017 Position paper from American College of Physicians opposing assisted suicide 
http://annals.org/aim/article/2654458/ethics-legalization-physician-assisted-suicide-
american-college-physicians-position-paper 
 
Oregon Death with Dignity Act Annual Reports 
Public information on the practice of physician assisted suicide in Oregon released by the 
Oregon Health department 
http://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/PROVIDERPARTNERRESOURCES/EVALUATIONR
ESEARCH/DEATHWITHDIGNITYACT/Pages/ar-index.aspx 
 
What is physician assisted suicide?  
This video discusses the terms used to describe physician assisted suicide and 
distinguishes it from other, less controversial practices in end-of-life decision making. 
(10 min) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MGgnJPvjXNM 
 
Inadequate Safeguards for Physician Assisted Suicide  
Current and proposed laws in the US allowing physician assisted suicide do not contain 
even minimal safeguards that were proposed by suicide advocates themselves. These 
laws do not require a person to try palliative care, to have a psychiatric consultation, or 
even be suffering at all when he or she receives a prescription for suicide pills. (21 min) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2lTiSWP-30Q 



 
Physician assisted suicide is unnecessary  
Modern palliative care medicine is very good at controlling pain and other physical 
suffering. Pain is not the most common reason people choose physician assisted suicide. 
People with terminal illness need access to high quality palliative care, not suicide. (8 
min) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GS3o-tsXHCI 
 
Physician assisted suicide leads to death with indignity  
Understanding the wish to die is very complicated and is often a cry for help. Inadequate 
experience in exploring a request for assisted death could lead, ironically, to death with 
indignity. Current and proposed laws in the US do not require any physician training 
before allowing a doctor to assist a suicide. (13 min) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yx8ozsldBjA 
 
The difference between assisted suicide and withdrawing life sustaining treatment  
Suicide advocates claim that there is no moral difference between physician assisted 
suicide and withdrawing a life sustaining treatment like a ventilator. This discussion 
describes three crucial differences explaining why withdrawing treatment is sometimes 
OK whereas suicide is always wrong. (15 min) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fTtA1jm6_cQ 
 


